
	
  
TO THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN FORMS 2, 3, 4, 5 AND 6 

 Important information for return to school (Newton Grove) 
 

What you need to know Children will return on Tuesday 7 September 

• Drop off and pick up arrangements 
• Uniform requirements 
• What to bring on the first day 

What you need to do Read the circular and make a note of what you need 
to do – make a note of the different timings for drop 
off on the first day of term 
Let the office know if your child will not return to 
school next Tuesday 

Deadline for response No response required 

 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming the children in Forms 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 back 
to school.  
As you will know, on 19 July the Government moved the country to Step 4 on the Covid 
Roadmap, which has resulted in most - but not all - anti-COVID measures in schools being 
lifted. As has been our practice throughout the pandemic, Orchard House will continue to act 
in line with the advice from the Department for Education, the over-riding message of which 
is now that schools should minimize disruption to children’s education.  
The following FAQs are designed to communicate clearly how we intend to achieve that 
objective while still recognising that the virus will continue to circulate in society for some time 
to come. 
What are the new rules for close contacts self-isolating? 
Although Orchard House was relatively unaffected, the need for ‘close contacts’ of positive 
cases to self-isolate for 10 days caused major disruption in many schools. The Government 
has now removed this requirement for under-18s and double-vaccinated adults. Instead, close 
contacts of infected pupils will be advised to take a PCR test. We would ask pupils and staff 
who are awaiting results of PCR tests to take extra precautions until the results are known. 
What do I need to do if my child tests positive, has symptoms, or if someone in our 
household does? 
The rules in these circumstances have also changed. That is, if someone tests positive on a 
lateral flow device or develops symptoms, they should self-isolate immediately and book a 
PCR test. In the meantime, their family/household does not need to self-isolate if they have 
been double vaccinated or are aged under 18 years, but should the family member test positive 
they will be asked to take a PCR testas a close contact. Full details can be found here: Stay at 
home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 
- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). As before, it is vital that you keep us informed of any symptoms or 
positive cases. 



If my child needs to self-isolate but is in good health, will the School provide remote 
learning? 
Yes, where possible we shall organise for your child to join lessons remotely as soon as possible 
after you inform us. However, the school does not provide remote learning for pupils who 
are self-isolating only as a precaution. 
What about face coverings? 
We shall be following the Step 4 guidance that face coverings are no longer required for staff, 
pupils or visitors in classrooms or communal areas. However, we continue to respect the right 
of individuals to wear these if they wish. 
Is hand and respiratory hygiene still important? 
Yes, very much so. We will continue to ensure the school is well ventilated, and pupils, staff 
and visitors regularly wash/sanitise their hands. All children will be required to wash their hands, 
or have hand sanitiser applied when they arrive at school.  
The school has portable CO2 monitors and each day regular checks will be made of the 
readings in classrooms. Natural ventilation continues to be one of the best ways to reduce the 
risks of transmission and classrooms windows and doors will be open during the school day. 
Are all school trips now allowed to run? 
All our domestic trips should be able to proceed. Regarding the Year 6 trip to France next 
year, we will keep an eye on ever-changing guidance and communicate with parents 
accordingly.  
Are there any changes to the timings of the school day? 
The school will no longer be operating in ‘bubbles’. We shall be reverting to the pre-COVID 
timings for the school day as laid out below.  
 

Morning drop off and afternoon pick up times and procedure 
Children should be dropped off and picked up at the following times. All children should enter 
via the main gate on The Orchard.  

Year group Normal drop off time Pick up point Pick up time 
Form 2 8.40-8.50am Main gate (The Orchard) 3.40-3.50pm 
Form 3 8.40-8.50am Main gate (The Orchard) 3.40-3.50pm 
Form 4 8.30-8.45am Front door (Newton Grove) 3.50-4.00pm 
Form 5 8.30-8.45am Front door (Newton Grove) 3.50-4.00pm 
Form 6 8.30-8.45am Main gate (The Orchard) 3.50-4.00pm 

• Parents should say goodbye to their child at the front door or main gate. Parents/carers 
are NOT allowed to enter the playground or school buildings. Parents should leave 
promptly and should not mingle on the pavement. 

• Scooters and bicycles can be left at school during the school day. 

• At pick up, parent/carers should line up on the pavement following the same procedure as 
for drop off and your child will be brought to you as you arrive at the gate. 

• Children will wash their hands or have hand sanitiser applied on arrival and will be reminded 
to wash their hands thoroughly at regular intervals throughout the day.  

 



What your child should also bring to school on the first day 

• Children must bring in a fruit or vegetable snack and a filled water bottle in their backpack 
or a cloth bag. All items brought into school must be clearly named and containers should 
be cleaned thoroughly every day at home.  

• On Tuesday children new to the school will be given a backpack and a homework diary 
which should be brought to school each day. 

Procedure should your child fall ill at school 

• If a child has, or develops, a temperature, or if they become unwell, parents will be 
contacted and must come and collect their child immediately.  

• If your child requires medication at school, for example for asthma or hay fever, or 
antibiotics, a medicine form must be completed and sent to school with the medicine (in 
its original packaging) in a clear plastic bag with the child’s name clearly visible. Please 
contact the school office in advance to provide details. 

• If your child has been administered any medicine that may mask a temperature eg Calpol 
(paracetamol) / Nurofen (ibuprofen) or any other brands please do not bring them into 
school. As a temperature is a symptom of Covid-19, if you think your child cannot manage 
a day in school without this medicine then they should remain at home. 

Early morning squads, choirs and after school clubs  

A separate circular with information about the early morning squads, choirs and after school 
clubs will be sent to parents tomorrow. Squads, choirs and clubs start on Monday 20 
September.  

Uniform and games, PE, swimming lessons 

• Games/PE lessons and swimming will take place as normal during the first week of term. 
Children in Forms 3 and 4 should come to school wearing their PE kit on Tuesday 

• On days when the children have games/PE, or sports squads, they should attend school, 
all day, in their games/PE kit. If cold or wet weather is forecast children must wear a tracksuit 
and bring in their 3-in-1 rain jacket. Trainers should be worn.  

• Children should wear school uniform on all other days. Children may wear either winter 
or summer uniform. Please do not send your child in a combination of the two!  

• Parents will be advised by the form teacher in a circular to be sent tomorrow on which 
day their child has games or PE lessons, along with other essential information from the 
teachers. Children will not be required to change in school. 

Curriculum talks and head’s welcome with Mr Thompson 

Curriculum talks will take place online via Zoom on the dates shown below. A Zoom invitation 
will be sent to parents in a separate email.  
Although we appreciate that parents would prefer to attend the talks in person, with cases still 
high, the school will continue to take a cautious approach to allowing visitors into the school 
buildings and classrooms. 
The head’s welcomes with Mr Thompson will take place in the playground at Newton Grove 
on the dates shown in the school calendar, but at a slightly earlier time to allow parents time 
to get home for the talk. 



Year group Date of talk and 
welcome 

Time of Head’s 
welcome 

Time of talk 
(via Zoom) 

Form 2 Thursday 16 September 3.00pm 4.30pm 
Form 3 Monday 13 September 3.00pm 4.30pm 
Form 4 Monday 13 September 3.00pm 4.30pm 
Form 5 Thursday 9 September 3.00pm 4.30pm 
Form 6 Thursday 9 September 3.00pm 4.30pm 

 
I realise that this is a lot of information to absorb, but your adherence to these measures is of 
the utmost importance for the safety and wellbeing of children and staff attending school. 
I hope everyone had has a wonderful summer break and I look forward to seeing the children 
at Orchard House next week!  
 
Kit Thompson 2 September 2021 


